
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –FEBRUARY 28, 2019 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 
 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Darci Coleman, reported on academic, athletic and 

extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 Members of the WHS Swim Team were present and recognized for winning events at the state level.  Several of 

the athletes not only won the states, but beat previously held state records. Team Captain Matthew Ferraro 

thanked the SC for recognizing them and remarked the team is co-ed, the boys and girls team works together and 

it is very much like a family. 

 Mrs. Kari Denitzio was appointed as an interim SC member jointly by the Board of Selectmen/SC on Tuesday, 

January 26, 2019.  Mrs. Denitzio was welcomed and thanked for volunteering to fill a vacancy left by Mr. 

Michael Ryan.  Kari said she is happy to be a part of the SC and knows she is filling big shoes. 

 The SC unanimously approved two out of state field trips as follows: 

 WHS Robotics Team to Bryant University, Smithfield, RI from March 22 through March 24, 2019. 

 WHS Track Team to New York City for National competitions from March 7 through March 9, 

2019. 

 Dr. John Queally, Director of Student Services, gave a Special Education curriculum and staff development 

update. 

 Sandy Allison, Art Department Head, discussed the Art Curriculum.  She indicated that art classes are designed 

to introduce the artistic process of analytical thinking, problem solving and exploration.  National Core Art 

Standards are used to outline the philosophy, goals, processes, and outcomes that shape student learning and 

achievement in the arts.  It is important that visual literacy help students to comprehend, make meaning of and 

communicate through visual means.  Ms. Allison discussed the courses offered at WHS, including two new 

courses being offered next year. 

 Lisa Osborne, Foreign Language Department Chair, presented curriculum goals for 21st Century foreign language 

skills.  Mrs. Osborne mentioned that the use of Chromebooks is an extremely valuable tool for enhancing 

learning.  Mrs. Osborne discussed a new “Seal of Biliteracy” that will be given to a student who has attained 

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in two or more languages.  Upon the student’s 

successfully passing a voluntary exam, the Seal of Biliteracy will be affixed to student’s transcripts.  

 Dr. Gough provided an update regarding school safety and provided the SC information on a more robust 

reporting process with respect to bullying allegations and safety plans for students. 

 Dr. Lynch discussed the two Strategic Plan (SP) meetings held on Thursday, February 7th and 14th, 2019 at which 

times new goals and objectives were developed with the participation of over 70 stakeholders including students, 

parents, teachers, school administrators, department heads, town department heads, School Committee and 

citizens at large.  Special appreciation to the Town Administrator and Assistant Town Administrator, Police 

Chief and Health Director. 

 The SP Committee reviewed existing goals and strengths of the School Department.  They created 

working groups and developed District for improvement goals and objectives.  Presently goal 

chairpersons are working to firm up goal objectives and action steps.  

 A Budget Subcommittee Meeting was held on Monday February 25, 2019.  A summary was provided to the SC. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be Thursday, March 14, 2019 at the Walpole Police Station. 


